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Introduction & Method

Academica Group, Suzanne Tyson of Points for School, Chris Wilkins of SchoolFinder Group, and 
Necia Martins of Wilfrid Laurier University partnered to conduct a survey with incoming 

postsecondary students from across the country about affordability and financial aid and awards. 

About the Survey

Method Online Survey

Target Audience Incoming postsecondary students in Canada who applied to a 
postsecondary program for September 2025 entry.

Dates in Field Aug 14 to Sept 3, 2025

Total Number of Completes 4,419

Analysis Notes Data was weighted by gender, according to Statistics Canada’s 
Postsecondary Student Information System (PSIS). 
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About the Respondents

52%

41%

3%

1%

4%

Woman

Man

Non-binary

Prefer to self-describe

Prefer not to answer

Gender Identity

83%

9%

5%

<1%

1%

1%

Canadian citizen

Permanent resident

Student visa

Post-graduation work permit

Other

Prefer not to answer

Citizenship Status

Yes, 
25%

First Generation Student

Yes, 
15%

Have a Disability

12% 11% 10% 9% 7% 7% 4% 2%
7%

21%

10%

Less than
$20,000

$20,000 to
$39,999

$40,000 to
$59,999

$60,000 to
$79,999

$80,000 to
$99,999

$100,000 to
$119,999

$120,000 to
$139,999

$140,000 to
$149,999

$150,000 or
more

Not sure Prefer not to
answer

Average Household Income

Total n-size: 4,419



Key Findings
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Key Findings

Application & Acceptance Decisions:
• Three-fifths (60%) of students applied to multiple institutions in Fall 2025 and just over half (54%) received 

more than one offer of admission, indicating an opportunity for institutions to sway student enrolment 
decisions with offer packages. 

• Only 11% of students indicated that a scholarship/bursary or financial aid was a top reason for attending their 
school.

• About half of students plan to live at home while studying (51%). The most common reason for this housing 
choice was financial necessity (48%). Four-fifths (81%) of students said that a sufficient scholarship could 
have persuaded them to study away from home, with many students pointing to a scholarship of $10,000 or 
more. 

Government Student Aid and Scholarships/Bursaries:
• Over half of respondents (56%) planned to apply for student aid and an additional 21% planned to but had not 

yet done so. Many students who applied for government student aid (66%) would not have been able to afford 
PSE without funding from loans/grants and/or scholarships/bursaries

• About one-third (36%) of students who received at least one offer of admission also reported receiving an 
offer of an entrance scholarship/bursary. There was notable variety in the range and types of awards offered.
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Key Findings

Financial Concerns & Preparedness: 
• In addition to concerns about getting good grades (60%) and adjusting to the workload (58%), over 

half of students surveyed were concerned about paying for their education (58%). 
• Nearly half of students expected that managing monthly expenses will be difficult (48% 

very/somewhat difficult)
• One-tenth of surveyed students said that they did not have enough financial resources to pay for 

their first year of education (11%) and an additional two-fifths (43%) believe that paying for their 
first year will be difficult. 



Fall 2025 Plans
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Offer of Admission

90%

10%

Yes No

Did you accept any of the offers you 
received?

Total n-size: 4,419

Shown n-size: 4,199 respondents who received an offer of admission.

Yes
95%

No
5%

Have you received an offer of admission 
to a postsecondary program for 

September 2025?
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Offer of Admission

55% 51%

29%

8% 5%
12%

Work Academic
upgrading

Volunteer Travel Other Not sure

What do you plan to do in the fall?

Total n-size: 4,419

Shown n-size: 525 respondents who did not receive an offer of admission.

Yes
95%

No
5%

Have you received an offer of admission 
to a postsecondary program for 

September 2025?
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Applications & Admissions

40%
46%

17% 19%16% 16%
11% 9%8% 5%8%

4%

How many postsecondary schools did you apply to for
September 2025?

How many postsecondary schools did you receive an offer of
admission from?

1 2 3 4 5 6 or more

Total n-size: 4,419 | Shown n-size: 4,199 respondents who received an offer of admission.
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Distance Considerations

41%
50%

9%

I only considered nearby/local
postsecondary schools

I considered institutions that were
nearby, as well as schools that I would
describe as being "away from home"

I only considered institutions that I
would describe as being "away from

home"

When you were considering postsecondary schools to apply to, 
which of the following best describes you?

Total n-size: 4,419 | Shown n-size: 4,199 respondents who received an offer of admission.
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Top 3 Reasons for Attending

40%

39%

33%

33%

28%

22%

20%

17%

17%

15%

11%

5%

2%

Location

Program-related reasons

Academic reputation

I can live at home while studying

Career outcomes of graduates

Work-integrated learning (e.g., co-op, internship, practicum)

Tuition cost

Student life

Campus resources/facilities

Teaching quality

Scholarship/Financial aid/Bursary

Only school I was admitted to

Other

Select the top three reasons why you chose to attend this school

Total n-size: 4,419 | Shown n-size: 3,778 respondents who accepted an offer of admission.
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43% said that if their WIL 
was unpaid, they would 

not have enrolled in their 
program. 

Work-Integrated Learning Plans

Yes
49%

No
15%

Not sure
37%

Will you complete any type of work-
integrated learning (e.g., co-op, 

internship, practicum, service learning) 
during your studies? 53%

31%

16%

Mandatory

Optional

Not sure

Will the work-integrated learning be 
optional or mandatory?

Total n-size: 4,419 | Shown n-size: 3,778 respondents who accepted an offer of admission.

Paid
36%

Unpaid
22%

Not sure
43%

Will the work-integrated learning be paid 
or unpaid?

Shown n-size: 1,822 respondents who are pursuing WIL.
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Living Situation

At home
51%

On-campus 
residence

31%

Off-campus 
housing

18%

Where do you plan to live while 
studying this September? 

48%
26% 22%

3% 2%

Financial
necessity

Convenience Personal
comfort /

preference

No offer of
residence

Other

You indicated you will live at home during your PSE. 
Is this primarily out of…

Total n-size: 4,419 | Shown n-size: 3,778 respondents who accepted an offer of admission.

Shown n-size: 1,917 respondents who plan to live at home.

1% <1% 2% 6% 11% 12%

49%

19%

Less than
$500

$500 - $999 $1,000 -
$2,499

$2,500 -
$4,999

$5,000 -
$7,499

$7,500 -
$9,999

$10,000 or
more

None

What scholarship value would persuade you to study 
away from home? 



Financial Aid & 
Awards
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Received Entrance Scholarship/Bursary

36% of students received a 
scholarship/bursary from at least 1 institution

The most common value of an award (15% of 
all respondents) was $1,000-$2,499.

Students commonly received a one-time 
scholarship based on academic merit (21%).



18

Scholarship/Bursary Value & Type Accepted

2%

4%

15%

9%

4%

1%

4%

3%

5%

54%

Less than $500

$500 - $999

$1,000 - $2,499

$2,500 - $4,999

$5,000 - $7,499

$7,500 - $9,999

$10,000 or more

I can’t remember (value)

Don't remember (if received)

No scholarship

Scholarship/bursary value at the institution 
where respondent accepted the offer from

21%

13%

3%

1%

4%

5%

54%

One-time scholarship (based on
academic merit)

Renewable scholarship (based on
academic merit)

One-time bursary (based on
financial need)

Renewable bursary (based on
financial need)

I can’t remember (type)

Don't remember (if received)

No scholarship offered

Award type at the institution where respondent 
accepted the offer from. 

Total n-size: 4,419 | Shown n-size: 3,778 respondents who accepted an offer of admission.

42% recalled 
receiving a 
scholarship.



19

Government Student Aid Application

56%

21%

23%

Yes

Not yet, but I plan to

No, and I don’t plan to

Did you apply for government student grants/loans for 
the 2025/26 school year? (e.g., Alberta Student Aid, 

StudentAid BC, OSAP) 

Total n-size: 4,419 | Shown n-size: 3,778 respondents who accepted an offer of admission.

3%
6%
11%
12%
10%

16%
13%

7%
17%

5%

Less than $1,000
$1,000 - $2,499
$2,500 - $4,999
$5,000 - $7,499
$7,500 - $9,999

$10,000 - $14,999
$15,000 - $20,000
More than $20,000

Don’t know
I won't receive any funding

How much funding will you receive 
in government grants and/or loans 

for the 2025/26 school year? 

Shown n-size: 2,094 respondents who applied for government aid
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Financial Situation

66%

31%

2%

I would not have been able to afford
postsecondary without the funding from

student loans/grants and/or
scholarships/bursaries

The student loans/grants and/or
scholarships/bursaries will help make school

more affordable, but I still would have
attended if I didn't receive them

I didn’t need any financial assistance to 
attend postsecondary – I would have 

attended regardless

Which of the following best describes your situation? 
Total n-size: 4,419 | Shown n-size: 3,778 respondents who accepted an offer of admission.
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Influence of Offer Package

63%

50%

36%

31%

37%

50%

64%

69%

Paid work experience while studying (e.g., co-op, internship)

Work study position

Guaranteed on-campus housing in upper years

Guaranteed on-campus housing in Year 1

Would you consider accepting an offer from another institution if its offer package 
included… Yes No

Total n-size: 4,419 | Shown n-size: 3,914 respondents who received an offer of admission.



Preparedness
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Concerns About Starting PSE

60%
58%
58%

57%
47%

41%
35%

30%
29%
28%

23%
21%
20%

16%
13%

11%
2%
3%

Getting good grades
Adjusting to the workload
Paying for my education

Managing stress
Studying for exams

Making friends
Having free time

Finding my way around campus
Eating well/nutrition

Fitting in
Competitiveness among students

Living away from home
Knowing which courses to take

Accessing support services
Getting along with roommates/housemates

Living in residence
Other

I don’t have any concerns

What concerns, if any, do you have about starting at your institution?
Total n-size: 4,419 | Shown n-size: 3,914 respondents who received an offer of admission.
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Levels of Preparedness

17%

18%

15%

11%

13%

10%

21%

27%

31%

25%

21%

19%

30%

33%

38%

41%

33%

38%

16%

17%

12%

18%

20%

23%

7%

5%

3%

5%

11%

9%

9%Live away from home

Ask for help when you need it

Get good grades

Manage your time

Make new friends

Manage your finances

Coming into your first year at your institution, how prepared do you feel to...
Completely prepared Very prepared Moderately prepared Slightly prepared Not at all prepared Not applicable

Average
(out of 5.0)

3.5

3.4

3.4

3.2

3.1

3.0

Total n-size: 4,419 | Shown n-size: 3,778 respondents who accepted an offer of admission.
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Financial Resources

5%
11%

43%

22%19%

I'm not sureDefinitely notI think so, but
it will be
difficult

I think so,
and it should

be easy

Definitely yes

Do you have enough financial resources to 
pay for your first year at your institution?

Total n-size: 4,419 | Shown n-size: 3,778 respondents who accepted an offer of admission.

13%

35%32%

14%
5%

Very difficultSomewhat
difficult

Neither
difficult nor

easy

Somewhat
easy

Very easy

How difficult or easy do you expect it will be 
to pay for your monthly expenses (e.g., 

tuition, housing, food, clothing, 
transportation, etc.)? 



This report was created by Academica Group, 
a Canadian market research and institutional consulting firm. 
131 Wharncliffe Rd S
London ON
N6J 2K4

e: info@academica.ca
t: 1.866.922.8636 | 1.519.433.8302
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